



Version of attached ﬁle:
Accepted Version
Peer-review status of attached ﬁle:
Not peer-reviewed
Citation for published item:
Mesoudi, A. (2013) 'Making sense of culture.', Trends in ecology and evolution., 28 (11). pp. 626-627.
Further information on publisher's website:
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tree.2013.05.016
Publisher's copyright statement:
This is the author's version of a work that was accepted for publication in Trends in Ecology Evolution. Changes
resulting from the publishing process, such as peer review, editing, corrections, structural formatting, and other quality
control mechanisms may not be reﬂected in this document. Changes may have been made to this work since it was
submitted for publication. A deﬁnitive version was subsequently published in Trends in Ecology Evolution, 28, 11,
2013, 10.1016/j.tree.2013.05.016.
Additional information:
Book Review: Culture Evolves / edited by A. Whiten, R.A. Hinde, C. Stringer, and K.N. Laland. Oxford University
Press, 2012. hbk (480 pages), ISBN 9780199608966
Use policy
The full-text may be used and/or reproduced, and given to third parties in any format or medium, without prior permission or charge, for
personal research or study, educational, or not-for-proﬁt purposes provided that:
• a full bibliographic reference is made to the original source
• a link is made to the metadata record in DRO
• the full-text is not changed in any way
The full-text must not be sold in any format or medium without the formal permission of the copyright holders.
Please consult the full DRO policy for further details.
Durham University Library, Stockton Road, Durham DH1 3LY, United Kingdom
Tel : +44 (0)191 334 3042 | Fax : +44 (0)191 334 2971
http://dro.dur.ac.uk
! "!
#$%&'()*!+,!-./"01!#23)45!%$4%$!&6!7'89':$!-;&&3!:$<)$=!&6!>?)9$4*!+,*!@)4($*!A,+,*!" B9:)45$:*!C,!D!E2824(*!F,G,*!C'89':$!H<&8<$%1,!!"#$%&'($')*+,+-.'/$%')0+,12(+$!. .I-""1*!J.JKJ.L,!0 !M !N 
!"#$%&'()%()'*+',-./-0)'J !L !I A$<)$=!&6!>?)9$4*!+,*!@)4($*!A,+,*!B9:)45$:*!C,!D!E2824(*!F,G,!-./".1!31,21"#')0+,0#&,!O PQ6&:(!R4)<$:%)9S!T:$%%,!"/ !"" !". +8$Q!#$%&'()!"0 U$V2:9W$49!&6!+49?:&V&8&5S!"M U':?2W!R4)<$:%)9S!"N U2=%&4!X')8()45*!B&'9?!A&2(*!U':?2W!U@"!0EH*!R4)9$(!F)45(&W!"J HW2)8Y!2,2,W$%&'()Z(':?2W,27,'3!"L "I 
! .!
[?)%! <&8'W$! )%! 2! 7&88$79)&4! &6! .N! V2V$:%! &:)5)4288S! V';8)%?$(! 2%! 2! %V$7)28!"I )%%'$!&6!45(,+&+65(*/,'!"/$&/*2(+$&'+7' 25#'8+./,'9+*(#2.' )4!./""!\"]*!=?)7?! )4!9':4!"O :$%'89$(! 6:&W! 2! ./"/! ^&)49! A&S28! B&7)$9S! _! X:)9)%?! +72($WS! ()%7'%%)&4!W$$9)45,!./ [?$!9)98$*!`7'89':$!$<&8<$%a*!724!;$!'4($:%9&&(!)4!9=&!%$4%$%*!24(!9?$%$!9=&!%$4%$%!." V:&<)($!2! 8&&%$!%9:'79':$! 6&:! 9?$!<&8'W$,![?$! 6):%9! %$4%$! )%! 9?29! `9?$!72V27)9S! 6&:!.. 7'89':$!$<&8<$%!;S!429':28!%$8$79)&4a,!b&4$*!9?2436'88S*!2:$!9?$!(2S%!=?$4!7'89':$!)%!.0 ($6)4$(! /' 6"(+"(! 2%! '4)c'$! 9&! ?'W24%! 24(! 2;%$49! )4! &9?$:! %V$7)$%*! 2! ($6)4)9)&4!.M =?)7?!)%!2:9)6)7)28*!249?:&V&7$49:)7!24(!V:$78'($%!9?$!7&WV2:29)<$!%9'(S!&6!7'89':$,!.N C&4%$c'$498S*!9?$!6):%9!$)5?9!V2V$:%!:$<)$=!7&WV2:29)<$!=&:3!($W&4%9:29)45!9?29!.J %&7)28! 8$2:4)45! 24(! 7'89':28! 9:2()9)&4%! 2:$! 62:! W&:$! =)($%V:$2(! )4! 9?$! 24)W28!.L 3)45(&W! 9?24! =2%! )W25)4$(! ^'%9! 2! 6$=! ($72($%! 25&*! &77'::)45! )4! ;):(%*! 6)%?*!.I W&43$S%*! 2V$%*! 24(! &9?$:! W2WW28%,! d4()<)('28%! &6! W24S! %V$7)$%! '%$! %&7)28!.O 8$2:4)45!9&!6)4(!6&&(*!7?&&%$!W29$%!24(!:$7&54)%$!V:$(29&:%e!;$9=$$4KV&V'829)&4!0/ ()66$:$47$%! &69$4! $W$:5$! 2%! 2! :$%'89! &6! %?2:$(! %&7)28! )46&:W29)&4e! 24(! 9?$%$!0" 7'89':28! 9:2()9)&4%! 7&4%9)9'9$! 2! W2^&:! W$24%! ;S! =?)7?! %V$7)$%! 2(2V9! 9&! 9?$):!0. $4<):&4W$49%,!00 [?$!4$Q9!6&':!V2V$:%!6&7'%!&4!?&=!9?$!72V27)9S!6&:!7'89':$!$<&8<$(!)4!$2:8S!0M ?&W)4)4%*! 2%! :$<$28$(! 9?:&'5?! 9?$! V28$&249?:&V&8&5)728! 24(! 2:7?2$&8&5)728!0N :$7&:(%,!d49$:$%9)458S*!^'%9!2%!9?$!7'89':28!2;)8)9)$%!&6!4&4K?'W24!%V$7)$%!?2<$*!'49)8!0J :$7$498S*!;$$4!5:$298S!'4($:$%9)W29$(*!%&!9&&!)9!2VV$2:%!?2<$!9?$!7'89':28!2;)8)9)$%!0L &6! &':! ?&W)4)4! 247$%9&:%,! f&:! $Q2WV8$*! =?)8$! +7?$'8$24! ?24(2Q$%! =$:$! &47$!0I 9?&'5?9! 9&! :$V:$%$49!&<$:!2!W)88)&4!S$2:%!&6! 9$7?4&8&5)728! %92%)%*! :$7$49!2428S%$%!0O ?2<$! ($W&4%9:29$(! 7&4%)($:2;8$! :$5)&428! 24(! 9$WV&:28! <2:)29)&4! )4()729)<$! &6!M/ ;&9?!7'89':28!9:2()9)&4%!24(!7'W'829)<$!7'89':28!7?245$,!M" +9!9?)%!V&)49!9?$!<&8'W$!%?)69%!9&!9?$!&9?$:!%$4%$!)4!=?)7?!`7'89':$!$<&8<$%ae!M. 9?$!%$4%$!9?29!`9?$!7&49$49%!&6!7'89':$!$<&8<$%!9?:&'5?!2!V:&7$%%!&6!($%7$49!=)9?!M0 W&()6)729)&4a,![?&%$!%9&4$!9&&8%!W2($!;S!$2:8S!?&W)4)4%!724!9?$W%$8<$%!;$!%$$4!MM 2%!$<&8<)45!&<$:!9)W$*!6&:W)45!2!%$7&4(!)4?$:)9247$!%S%9$W!)49$:9=)4)45!=)9?!9?$!MN 5$4$9)7! )4?$:)9247$! &6! 9?$):! W23$:%,! [?$! %';%$c'$49! $)5?9! V2V$:%! ;')8(! &4! 9?)%!MJ 4&9)&4*!$Q2W)4)45!?&=!$<&8'9)&42:S!9&&8%!-$,5,!V?S8&5$4$9)7!W$9?&(%1!724!V:&<)($!ML )4%)5?9%!)49&!?&=!9$7?4&8&5S*!8245'25$!24(!%&7)28!4&:W%!7?245$!24(!()<$:%)6S!&<$:!MI 9)W$,![?$!)($2!9?29!7'89':28!V?$4&W$42!$<&8<$!277&:()45!9&!9?$!%2W$!6'4(2W$4928!MO V:)47)V8$%!2%! 9?&%$!5&<$:4)45!5$4$9)7!$<&8'9)&4!V:$(29$%!U2:=)4*!S$9! )9! )%!&48S! )4!N/ 
! 0!
9?$!82%9!6$=!($72($%!9?29!2!c'249)929)<$!%7)$47$!&6!7'89':28!$<&8'9)&4!?2%!$W$:5$(!N" \.],![?$!V2V$:%!)4!9?)%!%$79)&4!5)<$!2!92%9$!&6!%&W$!&6!9?)%!=&:3,!N. [?$! 6)428! 6&':! V2V$:%! %=)97?! 6:&W! W27:&K8$<$8! 7'89':28! $<&8'9)&4! 9&! 9?$!N0 W)7:&K8$<$8*! 8&&3)45! 29! ?&=! 7?)8(:$4! 27c'):$! 9?$! 34&=8$(5$! 24(! %3)88%! 9?29!NM 7&4%9)9'9$!9?$!V:&('79%!&6!9?$):!%&7)$9Sg%!7'W'829)<$!7'89':28!$<&8'9)&4,!C?)8(:$4*!)9!NN %$$W%*! ?2<$! 28%&! ;$$4! '4($:$%9)W29$(Y! :29?$:! 9?24! ;$)45! V2%%)<$! :$7$V9278$%! &6!NJ 34&=8$(5$*! 9?$S!'%$!c')9$! %';98$! 7'$%! 9&!($9$:W)4$!=?$9?$:! %&W$9?)45! )%!=&:9?!NL 8$2:4)45! &:! 4&9*! %'7?! 2%! =?$9?$:! 9?$! ($W&4%9:29&:! )%! ($8);$:29$8S! :29?$:! 9?24!NI 277)($49288S!(&)45!%&W$9?)45*!&:!9?$!($W&4%9:29&:g%!V2%9!:$8)2;)8)9S,!NO +%! &4$! =&'8(! $QV$79! 5)<$4! 9?$):! &:)5)4! )4! 45(,+&+65(*/,' !"/$&/*2(+$&*! 9?$!J/ V2V$:%! 288! V:$%$49! 2'9?&:)929)<$! :$<)$=%! ;S! W2^&:! V82S$:%! )4! 9?$! 6)$8(,! B7?&82:%!J" 8&&3)45!6&:!2!9$7?4)728!&<$:<)$=!&6!9?$!829$%9!:$%$2:7?!)49&!9?$!&:)5)4!24(!$<&8'9)&4!J. &6! 7'89':$!=)88! 6)4(! 2!=$289?! &6! )46&:W29)&4! ?$:$,! [?$! (&=4%)($! )%! 9?29! 9?$S! 2:$!J0 cf)^)24! 6)$6(&W%,! [?$! %&7)28! %7)$47$%! )4!LN V2:9)7'82:! 2:$! )4! ():$! 4$$(! &6! %'7?! 24! $<&8'9)&42:S! 6:2W$=&:3! 9&! %S49?$%)%$!LJ ()%7)V8)4$%! 24(! V:&<)($! 9?$! c'249)929)<$! W$9?&(%! 9?29! 2:$! 4$$($(! 9&! $QV82)4!LL 7'89':28!V?$4&W$42!\.*!0],!LI +%!2!:$%'89!&6!&'98)4)45!=?29!)%!4&=!34&=4*!)9!)%!$c'288S!2VV2:$49!9?29!9?$:$!LO )%!W'7?!8$69!9&!;$!()%7&<$:$(,!>?)8$!7&WV2:29)<$!=&:3!?2%!78&%$(!9?$!52V!;$9=$$4!I/ ?'W24!24(!4&4K?'W24!%V$7)$%*!9?$:$!'4(&';9$(8S!%9)88! )%!2!52VY!4&!&9?$:!%V$7)$%!I" 277'W'829$%!2%!W'7?!7'89':28!34&=8$(5$!2%!:2V)(8S!2%!:+;+'&/6(#$&<!C&49:);'9&:%!I. ?$:$! %'55$%9! 24%=$:%! 9&! 9?)%! 7&4'4(:'W*! 6:&W! 7&WW'4)729)<$! 9$27?)45! 9&!I0 
! M!
6&:$%)5?9! 9&! 8245'25$*! ;'9! 4&4$! 2:$! ($6)4)9)<$,! B$<$:28!W23$! 9?$! V&)49*! ?&=$<$:*!IM 9?29!9?$!24%=$:!=)88!V:&;2;8S!7&W$!6:&W!8)43)45!9?$!9=&!26&:$W$49)&4$(!%$4%$%!&6!IN `7'89':$!$<&8<$%aY!:29?$:!9?24!2%%'W)45!9?29!9?$!72V27)9S!6&:!7'89':$!6):%9!$<&8<$(!IJ ;)&8&5)7288S!24(!9?$4!288&=$(!7'89':28!$<&8'9)&4!9&!923$!&66*!)9!)%!W&:$!V82'%);8$!9?29!IL 9?$! 72V27)9)$%! '4($:8S)45! 7'89':$! 7&$<&8<$(! =)9?! 9?$! )47:$2%)458S! $Q9$4%)<$! 24(!II 7&WV8$Q! 7&49$49%! &6! 7'89':$,! >?29! %$$W%! 7$:92)4! )%! 9?29! 9?$! )49$:()%7)V8)42:S!IO 2VV:&27?!$Q$WV8)6)$(!?$:$!=)88!;$!4$7$%%2:S!9&!W23$!9?)%!8)43,!O/ !O" 
1)+)0)%,)(!O. ",!>?)9$4*!+,='#2'/,<!-./""1!C'89':$!$<&8<$%,!45(,<'!"/$&<'8<'9+*<'><!0JJ*!O0IKOMI!O0 .,!#$%&'()*!+,!-./""1!31,21"/,'#0+,12(+$?':+@'A/"@($(/$'25#+".'*/$'#B6,/($'51;/$'OM 
*1,21"#'/$%'&.$25#&(C#'25#'&+*(/,'&*(#$*#&,!R4)<$:%)9S!&6!C?)725&!T:$%%!ON 0,! A)7?$:%&4*! T,h,*! 24(! X&S(*! A,! -.//N1!D+2' E.' -#$#&' /,+$#,! R4)<$:%)9S! &6! C?)725&!OJ T:$%%!OL !OI 
